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RECOLLECTIONS OF IRELAND.

by slow jamii:.

CHAPTKR XI

Superstition.
perhaps superstition lingered longer in Irelandthan in any other part of Europe. Many,

when they hear of superstition, immediately
associate it with the idea of religion ; but most

of the superstition I will speak of was not

oniy apart from their religion, but even in oppositionto it. They believed, for instance, iu
the existence of several classes of aerial beings,
which the Bible ignore'. Superstition, of one

kind or other, was almost universal. Many, who
dnl not believe in the existence of fairies, ascribedgreat power to elves ; and some, who
laughed axfrcets, were in great fear of witphirattProtectants, who derided or piitied the
credulity of the Papists, were themselves firmly
convinced that a bloody haiul had once been
seen rising oul of the Bunn every vear, accompaniedby a voice calling for vengeance, and
that it was the devil who rung the bell in Paris
lor lhe massacre of St. Bartholomew's day.

no ,

l ins arose iroui umere in causes :

Fiist, the climate and scenery are weil calcu1ited 10 proindte the ideal. Every American
knows how much the calmness of our Indian
summer conduces to melancholy vet pleasant
musinsr.s. \\ hen the blue haze settles about
the tree-tups, it -. ems so much like the spirit
of the wuods coining out to defend the fading
fobage from the ravage* of time. To this seasonthe old Indian looked forward, not so much
for his harvest day of hunting as Ins great time
for worship. Hence, it is called Indian summei.In this connection, too, we might ment.onthe old Human superstition about the
faithful lovers, Ceyx and Halcyon, turned into
kingfishers, which built their nests in this
peaceful seasou, and gave it the naine of Halcyondays. In Ireland, a mild, moist atmospherealways presents an aspect resembling our

smoky days, whenever their sky is clear. Bes.Jes,the tuneful bird, the sportive hare, and
the fragrant hedge, inspire and foster the poetic
feeling. Some poet ha3 said.

" There is a tunelai river,
In Krin1* l*|e,

Where the sunbeams quiver
In silvery «uii!t

Where ine leave?! lion lull,
Xealli ihe summer sky,

Grow eetu-like all,
And never die

Second. The great ventral ion with which the
Irish regard their forefathers tended to keep
up their old notions. I he profound respect
which they pay to their immediate parents
deepens iu the distance, as is well known, till
many regard their remote ancestors, with a venerationlittle short of worship. It i* this feelingthat bfnds the Oalliclio Celt mi a^aualy to
hi> ancestral faith, and makes the oral tradi
tion of the country so full. It is no wonder,
then, that old stories about fairies, Ac., should
t/C often repeated and always believed. Nearly
fifty years ago, a venerable old tnan lay on his
deathbed. His disease was hydrocephalus. He
manifested but little wandering of mind, except
that one day he pointed to the foot of the bed,
and remarked, 4*That young man who sits up
there.by iny word, he raises and sings a psalm
very pretty." That story is to this day repeated
among his grandchildren, as an evidence of the
pleasant exercises of his mind, which, even

under hallucination, partook of a devotional
character. We can eivs.lv perceive how a little
ignorance jo:~ n *s.filial regard would have
taken a moror tor a real fact.
A thin! caiud may be found in n choleric

temperament. Among tin* most intelligent, we

often tind sonir who have a strange leaning to
wards the marvellous. It will generally be
found that these are remarkable for an excitablenerve; aiwl.

Fourthly, the imposition of the cunning, no

doubt, often gave rise to many stories, which
are confidently told by the eredi/ous in evidence
of their peculiar notion*.

Freets related to lucky s»tid unlucky places,
persons, things, and actons. | he word was

nearly allied, in sense *> well as sound, to the
Knplish word 4' frea*-* ' remember, one morning.as v.e were <vtng to sehool, we met Sally
Hill ^atheriri" ^ weed she called St. John s.

She said that 11 you had but an inch of it in
your poeke* there was 110 danger of being
whipped, " even scolded. Although it was but
lateiv i./ore that she bad helped to fight Hugh,
yet sV was 'n 51 kind humor, and gave each of
us slip. Indeed, she was generally very kind ;
lirJ it" it be true, as Luge in* See insinuates, that
>oodness i- the result, not the cause, of happi-
ness, -he could not hut be benevolent this morning.She had several of the plants carefully
lifted, to set in her garden. We took the pre-
cious talisman with much the same feelings
that an invalid would read the advertisement ofj
some patent medicine suiting his case, if he
should be a big enough fool to believe it. That
very day, while Arthur Macon and I were enjoyinga social whisper, we were called up, and
slapped on the hand till we sqnealed. A few
days after, 1 happened to have a piece of the
magic herb, and Hugh had none. " O, Jamie,"
said he, "give me that; I have my grammar
lesson very Imd^ the day, and ye know it diz
Joa no good,$U£how." 1 complied, for it was
evident that the charm would not work well
with inc. Still, I had au idea that, if 1 had not
Cad the weed, I might have been punished
more severely. Whether the St. John's wort
screened Hugh, with his bad lesson, that morn-

»ng. or not, 1 do not remember; but I know
that it was very popular for a little while, and
then gradually lost its reputation.
Many who paid no attention to freets believed

n the terrible power of witchcraft. The devil
had power not ouly to assume whatever shape
he pleased, and in that form to work wonders,
nut he could also impart that power to mortals
who were in league with him.

William Black, in county Antrim, had a lit-
tie girl who got a thorn her eye. The neigh
bors gathered in, but the eye was swelled and
bleeding, and they could do nothing for it. One
man told about an old womau, living two or
three miles distant, who could relieve her, and
offered, with the parents' permission, to go for
her. The father said he would have nothing to
do with her; but if the other thought proper to
go and see her, he mighl. He accordingly
went and John Black, the little girl's brother,
went along. The old woman, on hearing the
storv, said she knew William Biack, and that
he did not believe in charms, but it was a pitythat the child should suffer for the obstinacy of
the parents, and she would try and do somethingfor it. So she went to a bush, and took
a clean linen rag off it. Then she went to the
spring ahd brought a bowl of fresh water. Ofthis she took a mouthful three several times,and blew on the rag. The last time she showedthem the thorn from the child's eve, left stickingin the cloth. They returned, and foundthe child asleep, with the thorn out of her eve,if indeed there had ever been one in it.
A certain girl had passed the thirty fifth

summer without any available offer of matrimony.As this was counted the Rubicon ofold-maidenhood, she v.as admonished by herbrother to turn her attention to some businesswhich would secure her an independent supportwheu thrown on her own resources. She»aid she wished to do something of the kind,buV did not know what she could do. u O,ell, said her brother, "

go and chartu sick

cattle." " How will I do it ?" a Whisper t

somethiag their ear, and if they get well, they »

will think you cured them ; if they die, it will i
be only thought that the case was an obstinate t
one." " What will I say ? " " If ye leeve, ye t
leeve ; an if ye dee, ye deb ; an' the de'il cares t
whether ye leeve or dee." She tried it; and <
her-success was beyond all expectation. So *

many poor people, who kept but a single cow, <
were as anxious about her thrift as that of a
child. If she were but stung by the cleg, they I
must apply to the cow-doctor. The result was. 1
that in nine-tenths of the cases she was called |
to, there was nothing the matter with the ani- i

inal. Her fee was trifling, but her practice was c
so extensive that she made a handsome in- i
come. As her fame increased,^she was called <
on to charm human patients as well as bestiaL 1
In this, her success was even greater, for she i
travelled round so much that she knew all the i
scandal of the country, and could give a dish of i

discourse that would make any man well, who t
was not too sick to listen to it. At lemrfb. her t
brother himself got sick, and sent for her. I
With a grave face she approached, and stoopingdown, whispered in his ear. " If je leeve, f
ye leeve; and if ye dee, ye dee ; an the de'il
cares whether ye leeve or dee." With other
patients she was careful not to whisper too
loud, bnt, as he knew the secret, she let him
hear her, and it was well she did, because now,
for the first in a long time, he rememberedthe ludicrous advice ho had given her, and
burst into a loud langh. His disease was an
abscess on the liver, which burst with the violenceof the laugh. He got well, and his sister'sreputation was established at home as
well as abroad.
Robbing cows of their milk was the commonestkind of witchcraft. The best milch cows

would often go nearly dry. But, although they
gave but little milk, that little they would continueto give. They would neither milk decentlynor go dry entirely in order to get fat. To
counteract this, there was a class of conjurers,
who succeeded in dividing Satan against himself,and making charm kill charm. The usual
mode of procedure was, to take a pot of water,
and put three kinds of metal in it, commonly
a pin of brass, a needle of steel, and a piece of
silver. The doors and windows being well secured,they dipped a rag in the pot, and
wqyug the water out of it. Every drop of water
they wrung from the rag, a drop of blood was
forced from the witch's heart. She was soon

seen, with glaring blood-shot eye-balls aad distortedfeatures, scrabbling furiously at the door
or windows. If she could get in, and take the
pot off the fire, she would soon kill the operator,
if she could not get in, she wonld soon begin to
beg, and agree to any terms.
A lady of undoubted veracity once told me a

that an uncle of hers had seen aN snow-white v

bare skipping around the foor of his byre or 1
cow-stable. He shot at her several times, and, a

although a good shot, always missed. At a
lonrrtlt it rw>r»ii«n*£w1 tn tiivn tKot it mirrKt Kn u I r

.! - .vvi ...... .6.
witchth».t had couie in this guise to suck the v

cows. He immediately put a silver piece in s

his gun, and fired again. She limped away, 1
but he soon learned that he had shot a woman. 1
Many of my readers will hesitate about believ- c

ing this, but I don't. A hare might readily be
white without being filled with milk. In hard
winters they turned gray, and sometimes even
white. In such a winter, too, emboldened by
hunger, they would approach the barn to nip
the cabbage leaves which the cows ate. If a
marksman imagined that he might be possibly
shooting at a human being, his hand, however
steady, would be apt to tremble, and if he afterwardsheard that some suspected old woman
was sick, he would take it for granted that his
silver bail had a ..

1 have already noticed that the tories, who
haunted the mountains, courted the favor of the
common people. As they possessed false keys
and other facilities, it would be easy for them
to enter bouses. This, however, they could not |
easily do, without at least exciting suspicion, j
but they could enter barns, and milk the cows

with perfect safety, so long as it was blamed on t
the poor witches. In later times, smugglers, ,

who had pits and secret retreats for concealing j
contraband liquor, carried on the same trade, >

for they were fond of the milk of the cow as i

weil as the juice of the still. Their frieuds t

professed the art of conjuring, and when they <

got a good fee, they could give intimation to <
their friends to forage in a new place. i

Near the Faughan water, m county Derry, i

there was a haunted house. Voices out of the <
wall and chimney alarmed the family all hours <
of the day, and especially of the night. The (
minister came to see them, and prayed that «

the enemy might be silenced. " Ha! " said t
the voice, " you might as well bid Nebuchad t
nezzar." As he sat by the fire, his boot Hew <

oil' his foot, struck him iu the face, and replaceditself on his foot.
Finally he hired a professor of the black art j

to clear the house tor hlty pounds, xle took
h candle and went alone into a dark room.

Presently the apartment was full of spitefullookingbrown dwarfs, who surrounded him,
saying, " What do you want? What do you
want ? Say1 tell me ! What do you want ? "

He would answer. Oh! keep still, and I'll tell
you in a minute. The candle got dimmer and
dimmer. The little things began to encourage
one another to attack him. But soon the charm
was completed, and the elves retreated with a

doleful cry, which was heard away down deep
under the ground, and the candle again burned
brightly. The conjurer said he would not do
it again for a hundred pounds. How much
ventriloquism might have been employed, either
in the cause or cure, the reader must judge for
himself, as I know nothing about it.

In county Tyrone there lived a very wicked
man. He betrayed girls when he was young,
he ground the faces of the poor when old, and,
whether young or old, he was desperately profane.Sometimes he drove away the officers,
and other times he bribed them, so that whateverhis crimes might be, he escaped punishment.At leugth there came an officer who
could be neithe.'ftsisted nor corrupted, and
death laid the old sinner on his back. But
scarcely was he laid out, when the attendants
were horror struck to find that the devil, unsatisfiedwith his soul, was proceeding to take
possession of the body. The eyes began to (
open, and every now and then the ghastly
corpse would grin at the by-standers. *In terror
they sent off for the minister. When the holy
man arrived, the body had raised partly up. On
the appearance of the clergyman, the devil
made his escape, and the corpse was hastily interred.
The belief in fairies and elves was a relic of

druidism, yet, strange to say, it survived not n

only conversion from paganism, but also the 0
reformation from Popery. The fairies were
benevolent spirits of a grade inferior to commongods. They could make themselves visi- f
ble or invisible to mortal eyes, at pleasure. 0
Their form was that of a babe, with yellow .
curling hair and blue laughing eyes. ^

Their breath waa like the Iragiaut gale, b
From flowering beds of thyme ^

Their voice was soft as the aeolian harp, and tl
their very conversational tones were music, o

They delighted in old ruins, where the ivy crept n
at J*I : J_ a l 11 j rL 1

over iae auapiuuieu w&ius, una ioe lung grass t

grew up among the crumbling marble. About e

twilight of a summer evening, they could be tl
seen, or at least heard, dancing in such places v

with childhood's happy glee. Their ordinary d
dwelling was under lofty mountains, in mag- d
nificent grottoes, ornamented with gems and w

gold. Sometimes, however, they mode them- u
selves grand and gorgeous castles in the air,
which might been seen resplendent in fleecy d
whiteness far above the rain cloud. They often si

appeared by the sick-bed, and while they were o

invisible to all other eyes, they could olten be ti
seen by the patient. They laid their soft hand tl
on his burning brow, they fanned his fevered h
cheek, and they sung him asleep with their tl
soothiug melodies. They had a special regard li
for children, and often the smiles of the babe ti
showed that they were whispering to it in its tl
sleep. Indeed, they sometimes carried hand- si
some children away, and kept them a year or w

two, perhaps forever. A man once told me w
that his father and uncle, when young, woke up n
one night, and found a babe between them. It n

J.

was almost perished with cold, but it lay still,md they went to sleep again, lu the morningt was gone. They inquired it any one had putheir little brother into bed to thuin, and were
inswered in the negative. They were forced
o the conclusion that the fairies were carrying <>ff a child, and found it necessary to put it
iomewhere to get it wanned before they reachidtheir own comfortable habitation.
A man and his wife were going to a neighJor'shouse, after dark. Thev rode on a single

lorse, and the man carried tWir child. They>assed a stream with steep banks. When he
eached the house, his wife was gone. Theylid not find her till the next morning. When
band, she could give no account of herself, ex-
?ept that, going up the bank, she was appre-lCnsive of falling off. She remembered noth-
ng after that. There happened to an iron key
n her pocket, which revealed the secret. It
was all bent and twisted. 1 he fairie3 had tried
o carry her off, to nurse the children which
hey had taken elsewhere. The iron about her
terson had prevented it. jMy own grandfather cause near seeing a
airy one starlight night, it stood up ouite
itill in the middle of a held, as he passed along.he road. Unfortunately, however, when he
gathered courage to approach it, it turned ont
» be a benweed, with a little tow spread over
t, either by accident or design. I have some-
imes thought that the fairy music which some
leard might have proceeded froin the outlaw
ories holding their orgies in old ruins, or

tmong the mountains; nor is it improbablehat they might sometimes have abducted
women and children. (
The elves were mischievous creatures, and ]

is ugly in form as disposition. They haunted
irakes and old thorn bushes. The least of-
"ence provoked them, and they always wreaked
heir vengeance on the cattle. Iti the spring j)f the year, especially alter a hard winter, it
vaa nothing unusual for cattle to be elf-shot,md often lfttle balls of hair would be found in
he barnyard, which had missed their aim.
iefore my grandfather's door grew an old ,
hornbush. It was in the way, and he went
o cut it down. My great-grandmother was j
darmed, and warned her sqn of the danger,
>ut he removed it. That very spring, strange ]
is it was, he lost a tine hiv black cow. He
lever attributed it to the cutting of the tree : j
>ut she and many others were as coniident that
he, spirits killed the animal, as that he had
mt down the bush.
Like all other malignant people, the < Ives

vere unhappy. They resided in noisome dwell
ngs under ground. If a little buttermilk hap>enedto be spilled, you would hear some old
vowan say, in a half-pitying tone, " Ah I many
i burning heart is waiting for that.*' Many
rould never dare to use a cow's milk till theytad poured out a little of it, mixed with salt,
it the root of a thornbusb. I once heard ot
m old woman, who was dozing bv her wheel,
>ne day, when a little man, about a foot high,vith a hunched back, a withered face, and a

queaking voice, came in at tne door, and told
ler to pour no more dirty water into that sink-
lole near the door, for it all came 'down their
:himney. i U

It was principally to counteract the elves,
hat charmers w ere patronized. Some of these
ised certain medical herbs along with their
harms, others practiced incantation alone.
>ome had a notion.that charms were effectual
hrough the intervention of the good-natured
airy ; others maintained that charms operated
lirectly against the elf, and the fairy had nothngto do with it. The common notion was, inleed,that the fairies were good-natured being3,
mt that they troubled themselves very little
ibout innriaia. JEhev did lip harm, but, unlessprompted by some unusual lrofra.V*,
is little good. It is a little remarkable, that
he superstition of the aboriginal Americans
partook of the same character. Although they
selieved that the good spirit was superior in
power and knowledge to the evil, yet they were
more careful to pacify the latter than propidatethe former, because they imagined the
?vil spirit was ever active, hut the good, more
ndolent. Whether this arises from the depravedtaste of fallen man, which leads him to
pay more respect to the evil principle than to
he good, or from the uative pride which inclinesus to ascribe our good success to our

i :_!
jwii virtue, auu uur misioi i uu*m iu auiuc supe
ior power, it is hard to say, but the fact is re- 1
uarkable. It might indeed be traced to an
)ther cause. Perhaps the universal experience
)f man in a half-civilized state finds active and
efficient rulers tyrannical and selfish ; and the <

>nly mild and gentle ones, some easy good na j
;ured princes, too indolent to oppress. Now, t
he heathen always take the character of their <

ieities from their rulers.
We never had the industrious brownie in

Ireland. The mischievous elf, the beautiful
ay, were the same in Scotland as in Ireland ; '

rat the brownie never found its way across the
S'orth Channel. This shows that the ancient
superstition had been greatly modified since '

he time of the Druids, for then the Scotch and
Irish were the same race, and of course had 1

he same mythology. It affords a hint, too, of <

he difference in the modern history ot the two I
ountrics. The mountains of both countries ^
vere filled with outlaws, about the same time, i
in Scotland they gave rise to the name of w hig, '

n Ireland to the name of tory. From the for- t

ner, according to Hogg, in his tale of the
drownie of Bodsbeek. originated the idea that
irownies could do so much work. To the
loings of the latter might perhaps be traced
nany of the prevalent ideas about, elves and
airies. (

Perhaps the aristoeratiral banshee should t
lot be passed in silence. I call it aristocratical 1

jecause it never deigned to lament beside u I
>oor man's door. Its boding cry presaged the 1
leath of some of the old Celtic nobility. It i
>aid more attention to blood than to wealth, «

or it never attended an upstart family. I have '

een one man, and but one, who ever heard its ?

ry. He was descended from the noble O'Neills '

»f county Tyrone. Ills name was Mathew t

tfeill, for his father, having forsaken the Roman ^

latholic faith, had dropped the O. His family ?

nust have been respectable indeed, to have re- I
ained the regard of the banshee after such a i

louble sacrilege. Be was sleeping with his $

rother, as handsome and likely a young man '

a was to be found in the uorth of Ireland, *

rhen he was awakened by a sharp cry at the
ront door. It then came round to the bed <

oodi window, and repeated the sound. It coin 1
ucneed in a low moan, swelling into a bitter '

rail like the ululoo, and then died away as

t began. That winter his brother died, as his
nother had predicted the moment he told her
f the voice.

Perils and Losses ok Fishekmex..The u
Jloucester (Mass.) Telegraph presents a list of ^

ne hundred and ten vessels, chiefly schooners, p
rhich have been lost from the port of Glouces- t
er within the last thirty years. Of that numer,fifty-nine were stranded, seven run down, a

wo capsized, three foundered, one burnt, and p
birty-eight were never heard from. Thirty-six c

f them were lost in the Bay of St. Lawrence, c

aackerelling, twenty-seven on George's Bank, b
wenty-three were trading, twelve were macker- s

lling, and eleven cod fishing in other places b
ban the Bay and St. George's. The aggregate o

alue of the lost vessels with their outfits is set t
own at $300,000, or an average of $10,000 °

ead loss to the town annually, as about the r

rhole of the insurance was effected in Glouces- o

sr. f
The same paper gives the names of two hun- v

red and ninety of the men on board these ves p
els, who were lost, and there were forty two a

thers whose names have never been ascer- o

lined, making a total of three huudred and t!
lirty-six persons lost. Of this number, two n

undred and twenty-four; have been lost within v

le last ten years, or an average of twenty-two a

vea during those years. The year 1852 was I
le most disastrous of any; during that year, t\
lirteen vessels were lost, (eight of them were tl
branded, and five, having forty men on board, tl
ere never heard from,) the value of which n

as $42,200. These facts show that the bnsi- a

ess is pursued at a yearly loss of twenty or U
tore persons..Neve York Evening Post. L

Discovery of an ancient bibli
cal xMANUSCRIFT.

From Le Lien.
The theological world in Germany is now

Jeeply interested in the remarkable discovery»f Professor Tischendorf, well known by his
critical works upon the New Testament, and
»ho recently made a scientific journey in the
East, at the expense of the Governments of
Saxony and Russia. The discovery is nothing(ess than an elder brother of the famous Vati
can ms., found, in a marvellous state of preservation,in an Egyptian convent M. Tischendorfhimself was scarcely able to believe in the
reality of his discovery, and he decided not to
mention it until he had satisfied himself that
it combined all t.hp murlra
raphcrs as determining the age of an ancient
MS. But now there is no longer any doubt; the
parchment, the characters, the punctuation, the
initials, the inscriptions and subscriptions, the
ink, Ac., all prove, in the clearest way, that we
possess au Alexandrine MS. of the fourth century,of the age of Constantine and Eusebira of
Cesarea, containing the New Testament entire,and which wiil henceforth be the first and most
august witness of the text of the New Testament.
M. Tischendorf has communicated his discoveryto the Minister of the King of Saxony,in a letter dated Cairo, loth of March, and

which the scientific supplement of the LeipzigGazette republished on the 17th of April. The
Vatican MS. has hitherto been regarded as

containing the most ancient copv of the Books
of the New Testament. Its existence has been
known since the sixteenth century. Long concealedfrom the public by Papal jealousy, it was
brought to Paris under the h irst Empire, where
it was examined very cursorily by the theologian,Hug, and then returned to its former placetfter the Restoration. It had acquired so great
i notoriety, that it had become impossible to
withdraw it entirely from public curiosity. The
Papal authority, however, did not permit anyexamination hut on conditions that rendered it
almost impossible. The annals of biblical criticismare filled with lamentations of unhappycritics, who have wished in vain to copy at
length this precious MS. In 1828, the Roman
Government engaged to prepare au edition,md the learned Cardinal Mai was commissionedto undertake the publication. It was
proceeded with, however, with so much slowicss,that it was only last year, thirty years after
he promise, when the Cardinal had been dead
uore than four years, that the expected edition
appeared ; and it contained so many faults and
mperfections, that its value was considerablyliminished.
From the communications of M. Teschendorf

ve learn that the MS. recently discovered consists
if three hundred and forty-six pages of parchnentof large size. It must have required, he
jays, a whole gazelle skin to make two of these
sages. The writing is divided upon each page
nto four columns. It is generally very well
preserved. The learned professor believes that
t has received some retouches of a later period,
is is customary with ancient MSS. From the
nternal evidence he regards it as certain that
he MS. dates from the fourth century, and
hose who are acquainted with the works of
his prince of biblical critics know that everyconfidence can be reposed in his positive statenent*.This code*, then, is contemporaneouswith the Vatican MS., and with a MS. of the
Did Testament at Leipzig, the two most ancient
ipecimens of copies of the H<>ly Scripturesvhicli exist in Europe. The most ancient
MSS. of the New Testament, after that at
ttome, are the MS. of the British Museum,vhich dates from the middle of the fifth cenLibraryof Faris, which goes baca^
late. The most ancient after these are of the
sixth century.
But what gives the newly discovered MS. a

rentable primacy is, that it contains the New
restament entire. That at Paris contains only
ragmeats of the sacred volume. The London
MS. is not complete; almost all the First Gospeland almost all the Second Epistle to the
[lorinthinans are wanting. The Vatican MS.
las lost the Apocalypse, four Epistles of Paul,
ind the third part of the Epistle to the Hebrews.
The new codex, on the contrary, which conainsmany of the canonical and apocryphallooks of the Old Testament, (almost all the
Prophets. Psalms, Job, the Book of Siraeh,
iVisdom, Ac.,) includes all the books of New
restament, and it is this which renders the work
if inappreciable value. Slill more, it contains,
joined to the Apocalypse, the Epistle attributed
Xi Barnabas, a very important document of the
?nd of the first century or the beginning of the
jecond, and, in line, the first part of the Shep:ierdof Hernias, which dates from the first
lalf of the second century. This confirms what
he history ot' the canon has already induced
is to believe, that in Christian antiquity, in
many churches, these two works were regarded
is forming part of the Sacred Scriptures.

The celebrated critic concludes his letter
.vith these words: " The existence of the VaticanMS. was known for free hundred years
>efore it was finally decided to comply with the
reneral desire tor its publication, i hope that,
nstead of three centuries, three years will be
sufficient to enable me to enrich Christian literaurewith one of its most precious monuments."

EXCITING HACK ON THE RAIL TRACK.
$275,000.

Froin L. I). Rucker, Superintendent of the
2. and T. R. R., we obtain the following par
icnlars of an exciting race, in which the steeds
vere iron horses, and the stakes greater than
tave ever been known on any track. Mr. Rucker
lad the facts from John 1>. Campbell, Superntcndentof the M. S. and N. I. R. R. One
lay last, week, as the eastward bound express
rain reached Laporte, Indiana, a passenger
itepped off while the engine was being replenshcdwith wood and water, and walked back
ind forth on the platform, and continued to
valk until the whistle sounded. The other pas.engersgot on board, and the train went off,
>ut the gentleman still walked on. A few
uiuut.es after the train had gone, a station man
law the pedestrian, and going up to him, asked,
11 a surprised tone, " What are you doing
few?"
The man started, opened his eyes, and lookedaround bewildered. The fact was, he had

)een fatigued, and had dropped asleep while
calking. Rousing himself, he asked :
" Why ! where am I ? ''

" Where are you? At Laporte."
" Where's the train I came on ?"
' Gone on ten minutes ago."
" Ten minutes ago, and left tne! I mvxt go

In that train. It is a matter of life and death
rith me. Can you get me to it? Have you
pt an engine here ? Where is the Superin-
endent?" i
The section master had an officer near by,

ind the two went to find that official, and to
irocure an engine. The traveller stated his
mse.he must go on.could not delay.and
ffered the officer $'250, if he would put him on
mard the train. This strange demand and
tranje offer caused the station master to
Lasten to do what he could. The fire was not
itit in the engine that had drawn the train to
hat point; the bargain was settled; a draft
iven on New York for the $250; and in ten
niuutes the traveller started with an engine to
rertake the flying express. After rushing on
jr thirty or forty miles, some connection gave
«ay about the engine. The engine was stop>ed,the engineer found the difficulty, and in a

very few minutes had a wooden pin whittled
>0t and fitted to supply the deficiency. With
his, on they flew. The train had of course

nany miles the start of them, and despite the
rboden pin the engineer crowded on steam,
nd tore through the country at a fearful rate,
"hirty miles of the distance passed was run in
ieenty-scven minutes, but the engagement was,
tint they should overtake the train, and do it
hev must, and do it they did, but not until
lore than one hundred miles had been run,
nd they were approaching Toledo. Having at

?pgth overtaken and stopped the train, and
urned on board, the traveller went eagerly to 1

a berth in the sleeping ear, and took therefrom
a carpet bag containing $275,000. His treasurewag safe, none had molested it: and, dis
missing his faithful courier, he went on his way,rejoicing at the success of his perilous and ex
citing adventure.. Cleveland Leader.

SIX WEEKS OF THE ITALIAN WAR.
A Chronicle of the Campaign.The Declarationof Wur.The Anslriuus and French

Enter Sardinia.The Austrians Driven Out
of Piedmont and Forced to Abandon Lombard]/.The Battles of Montebcllo, Pa/e.stro.
San Fermo, I'are&e, Magenta, and Malegnana.1859.

PRELIMINARY EVENTS.

April 19.. Departure of the first body of
French troops from Toulon.Austrian ultimatumdispatched from Vicuna to Turin.

April 23..It is received at Turin.
April 26..The limit fixed by the ultimatum

expires. Statement of the war question addressedto the Corps Legislalif hy Count W'aleweki.^Frenchtroop? first eruss Moot Cants.
April 27.. Revolution in Tuscany.TheGraud Duke retires.

TUB V1 RiiT WEEK OF THE WAR.THE Al STRlANS
ENTER SARDINIA.

April 29..The /Yustrians, under Count Gyulai, pass Tieino.Marshal Canrohert and Gen.
Niel reach Turin, and assume command of their
respective corps (TarnUc.Gen. McMahon arrivesat Genoa.Death of Gen. Bouat.

April 30..The Austrians occupy Novara.
The French Ambassador quits Vienna.
May 1..K ing Victor F.manuel leaves Turin

to take command of his army.The Austrians
occupy Mortara.Their steamers seize the Sar
dinian ports on Lake Maggiore.Three Austrianvessels repulsed in the lake.
May 3.. Manifesto of Napoleon 111, addressedto the Corps Ley isiatif-.The Austrians

pass the Po at Cambio-*-Tlu-v are repulsed in
an attempted crossing at Frassinettu .Thev
burn the bridge over the Scrivia at Piacen/.a.
The Austrian vanguard reaches Tronzano.
May 4.. The Duchess Regent of Parma

enters her capital.The conflict at Frassinetto
continues.The Austrians, passing the Po at
Vacarizze, advance to Sale.A cannonade at
Valenza.
THE SECOND WEEK OE THE \VAll THE FKEKCI1

EMPEROR PROCEEDS TO THE SEAT OF WAR.

May 6..Gen. Cialdini, issuing from Casale,
seizes a convoy of the enemy.
May 7..The Austrians repass the Po at

Gerola.
May 10..The Emperor Napoleon 111 and

the Prince Napoleon Jerome leave Paris for
the seat of war.The Austrians complete a

retrograde movement to the left of the Sesia.
May 11.. The Emperor embarks at Mar

seilles.The Austrians pause at \ ercelli, and
return recounoiteriug parties to the right bank
of the river.They occupy Rivergaro.
May 12..The Emperor lands at Genoa.

THE THIRD WEEK OE T1IE WAR.THE At TKIAN
RETREAT. i

May 14..The Austrian -occupy Bobbin, and
push their advanced post to Casteggio.
May 15..The French Emperor arrives at

Alessandria.
May 10..The French squadron of Admiral

Jurien-Graviere anchors before \eniee.The
Emperor visits the outposts at Valenza.
May 17..The Austrians threaten the bridge

at Stella.The Emperor visits the headquartersof the King at Occimiano.-The Austrians
vainly^attempt to take the bridge at Valenza.
May 1ft..The headquarters of Count Gyulai

transferred in retreat to Garlasco.

o?V»N Wi.tffiK £WKT'fM.r '

May 20..Great speech of M. Kossuth on
the war, delivered at London Tavern.Battle
of Montebello.The Allies numbering 6,300,
uuder General Forev. defeat 25.ODD Austrians.
under General Count Stadion-.The Emperor
visits Casale. I
May 21..The Piedmontese, tinder General

Cialdini, force the passage of the Sena, at Ver-
celli, routing the Austrians.Garibaldi, with
his corps, leaves Riella, and marches lor NorthwesternLombardy.The blockade of Venice
re-established. <

May 22..Death of the King of Naples.
May 22..Garibaldi, passing the Ticino at

Sesto Calende, defeats the enemy, and capturesVarese. 1
May 25..Garibaldi, attacked by the Austrians,beats them.Col. Cristoforis, with a por

tion of Garibaldi's force, beats the Austrians
near Sesto Calende.The Einperor at Voghera.
May 2t>..The Emperor arrives at, Vercelli.

Garibaldi again beats the Austrians at Malmate.
THE K1KTH WEEK OK THE W tR.THE BATTLE OK

I'ALESTKO.

May 27..Garibaldi marches upon Conio, and,
routing the Austrians at San Fermo, occupies
that city.Rapid movement of the French armyfrom the south to the north of the Po. Monte
bello and Castegiiio, evacuated by them, occupiedby the Austrians.
May 28..Garibaldi occupies Cauielata and

Lecco.Austrian vessels bombard Cantiobio, on

Lugo Maggiore.The Valtelline rises in insur ,reetion.
May 31..Battle of Pnlestro.'The Allies,commanded by Victor Emanuel, attack the ,Austrians.The Emperor of Austria, attended

by Field Marshal Baron Iless, arrives at Ve- ,
rona.

June 1..The Allies defeat the Austrians at ,Palestro.General Niel occupies Novara. ,June 2..Garibaldi, retiring before a power- jful body of the enemy, attacks l.avcno iiiisuc- ,

cessfully.The Austrians attack the allied out- }
posts at Robbib, but speedily fetreat -The ad ,
vance of the Allies under McMahon, enters jLombardy by the bridge of Turbigo. y
THE SIXTH WEEK OK THE WAR-.THE CHEAT |

June 3.. The Auefriatie hastily evacuate Sar '

dinia.Severe action at Buifalora.Garibaldi '

again marches upon \ arese, beats the A us- ,

trians, and reoccupies it.
1June 4..The conflict at Bufialora concludes

in a splendid victory of the Allies at Magenta. '

June G..Milan rises upon the Austrians.
The garrison retires.Victor Kmanuel pro ®

claimed King.Lomb&rdy annexed to Sar
dinia.Grand Te Dcvm at Paris for the victory "

at Magenta.
June 7..The Etnjieror and King enter Mi-

lan.The Austrian custom-houses on Lago '

Maggiore seized by Garibaldi's corps.
June 8.-Garibaldi pursues the Austrians, (

who retreat towards Monza.
June 9..Marshal Paraguay d'Hilliers at a

tacks the Austrians at Malegnano. and, after a
'

severe contest, carries that post.The Austrians
evacuate Laveno, on the Lago Maggiore.

The Salmon Fishery. The Commercial c
Bulletin learns that the catch of salmon this v

season has been very good. This delicious fish, a
which a few years since was so abundant in the r
waters of the Merrimac and Connecticut and h
3ther streams, is now almost wholly confined to 11

the rivers of Maine and the Provinces, the e

principal of which are the Penobscot and Ken- n

aebec, the St. John, and those in the vicinity s
if Halifax and Yarmouth, N. S. Boston is the i;
principal market, from which they are distrihu- v
:ed all over the country. Very few, except fi
rom the Kennebec, are sent direct to any other c

;ity, and those almost entirely to New York, n

The season commences about the 1st of April, s
ind continues till the middle of July: but with it
be facilities of late years the Boston and New it
Fork markets are generally supplied every
nonth in the year. The earlier fish are sold at tl
|2.50 per pound, and perhaps a thousand are fc
old at this rate each season : but towards the n
dose they fall as low as twenty cents. When a

hey reach this price, the great bulk is cured $
ind pickled, and large quantities preserved in E
jermetieally-sealed packages, for the Southern si
md foreign markets. The quantity received at o
he port of Boston yenrly is estimated at from n

100,000 to 160,000 pounds..X. F. Evt. Post, s

RUSSIA'S " DESIGNS ON TURKEY."
LKITF.R FKOM COUNT GUROVVSKl

To the Editors of the Evening Poat:
The letter signed J. B., from Paris, inserted

in the Evening Poat of June 22d, presents certainviews respecting the fate of Turkey, and
ilie designs of Rnssia in reference to that co ntry,which I deem to be mistaken. All Enrope
now sees clearly the utter impossibility of the
further existence of the Moslem rule. Dispassionateinvestigators of the working of social
and historical lnws foresaw and asserted the
same impossibility from the beginning of the
late eastern imbroglio and wur. But now difficult,then, it was, to make it generally understood!
The Crescent is rapidly setting, and no earthlvpower can prevent the final decompositionand disappearance of the Ottomans from Europe,and the final emancipation of the various

Christ ian European populations. But the results
and the consequences of the Crimean war, the
treaty of Paris foremost among them, whollychange the mode and the consolidation of the I
approaching emancipation. It must be alto-1gether different from what could have taken |
place previously without that bloody episode.Events change their current, and bring forth
new occurrences. They give a new impulse,they modify and even reverse aims of policy,preconcerted notions in individuals, in statesmen,as well as in nations. It is a law imperativein nature and in history. The new evolutionby which the emancipation of the Europeanpopulations from the Mohammedan
sway will be accomplished ; this evolution is
the paramount and beuefici&l result of that
ominous struggle. But for it, most probablyRussia would havegleaued all the spoils. Now,
this is almost out of the question, and this impossibilitywill be beneficial to Russia.

The Ottoman iron rule broken, the various
European parts will fall off, composing at once
normal units. Such are, first, the Moldo-Wallachian; second, the Servian with Bosnia;
third, the Sclavo-Rutnelian; and fourth, the
pure Greek elements, which will join and merge
into the kingdom of Greece. Whatever mightbe the surmises of certain politicians in Europe,concerning the continued schemes of St.
Petersburg on Turkey and Constantinople, all
this talk has no basis in existing data. The
Russians wish ardently for the emancipation ot
their co-religious and kindred race, but without
any longing to absorb them. (Jut of the four
above-enumerated normal units, two.that is,
Servia and Moldo-Wallachia.-are already nearlyindependently constituted. None of them
would wish to submit to Russia, whose Governmentalso would not be so faithless as to try to
uiujo what was principally the creation of its efforts.To attempt it, after the dissolution of the
Porte, would evoke not only the resistance of
Europe, but of the aspiring independent populations.

All seems to indicate that the actual Russian
Government knows too well the dangers and
precipices in which such an attempt would
drag it. But events show that without great
difficulty a kind of southern confederation maybe erected where hitherto thu Koran had held
sway. .Should Austria be shaken to h'-r foundationsby the pending struggle in Italy, the Magyarelement may easily find a place in this new
confederation ; not, however, as a haughtydominator and oppressor of the Selavic populations,but restricted exclusively to the Magyar
nationality.

Another error broached here by the Europeancorrespondents, or rather invented by Mazzini,
th^t a .*a n... e u

,v»j vi»v Minim X/UIVU VUMOIcilltlliU UI IVU."531tt

is to become eventually King of Hunparv. He
is too sincerely a Russian and a Selave.his
sphere of action iH now by far to expanded.
tor the broad Russian Knj'tan^ tor tKe cuVtaYfeil
Magyar Johnan*. It is far more to be second
in Russia than first among Magyars. Russians
have ceased to look towards ConstantinopleMid the Mediterranean as to a condition of
death and life. Sensible and sound-minded as

they are, they begin, by this time, to find out
other horizons for their expansion. Such are
their Asiatic possessions, the regions of the
Amoor and the Pacific.
The Russians realize that with the twentieth

part of what they sacrificed in capital and variousresources in the Crimean war, or what theywould sacrifice in a new grasping for Constantinople,they can cover the whole Empire with
nets of railroads, improve, cultivate, develop
the natural resources of their European and
Asiatic possessions, build up a harbor on the
Amoor, and create on the Pacific a position
truly formidable. The Pacific is as limitless
and inviting for their commerce as for their
navy. On the Kuxine, in Constantinople, and
in the Mediterranean, the Russian interests and
expansion would be forever hedged in and surroundedby numerous envious and hostile com
petitors. (ifrow SKI.

(feiuxeo, Lieinyston county, N. J'.,
June 25, 1M5!>.

* Naiii'i of tlo* iiMlional roOumi'i.
T

PRICES OF LAN I) IN AND ABOJ'T
NEW YORK.

The prices of land in and around this great
pity are growing to the owner, ^ also the
would be purchaser, almost chimerical. We
I note fruin the Sun :
" Turn in any direction.north, south, east,

>r west.and the old occupant of the soil is '

made rich by the rise of the value of his prop
irty. He may toil not, neither does he spin;
ind yet he rises in the morning of one year
worth thousands more than the year preceding,

»ndlikely to have those thousands still further 1

ncreased a year later. The plodding citizen,
who has done well for years, thinks he will lay j
tw ay a few thousands in a thirty-acre farm near
he city, which he recollects could have been
>ought for $100 per acre three years since. He
isits the locality now, and finds his anticipated
nurehase held at $2,500 per acre, all through.
rood land, bod land, stones, and swamps.all
dike. The change is startling, but is not soliary,and perhaps not as surprising as many
vould be apt to believe.
"The increase of wealth in the city of Xew

fork, during the past few years, has been so

mmense, and investments in real estate so

avorably considered by a large class of the
ommunity, that the growth and prosperity of
'few York's environs can hardly be wondered
it, under the increased demand which conies
rom the city for country villas, seats, and resilences.All the available water sites, as also
he elevated ones on Staten Island, have long
>een held at $'2,000 per acre, and in many
ases ranging from $8,000 to $8,500. The
andy shore at Bergen Point, which is the great
ummer stamping ground of the mosquito
ribe, and which, some four years back, could
late been bought for $150 per acre, approaches
lose upon $1,000, and some of its pleasantest
pots would readily bring that amount per acre.
" On the shores of the Hudson, for a distance

if fifty tnHes from town, the railroad is lined
nth country villas, valued at between $3,000
,nd $1,000 per acre. Almost every available
iook and corner is graded to this seemingly
ligh price, and the purchaser of moderate
seans must be content with & single acre, or
lse fall hack where his dollars will command
lore land in less-coveted locations. The same
tate of things exists on the upper end of this
dand, bordering on the Harlem river and its
jcinity. Abrupt blutts ot rocK anu boulders, c
ringed with pine trees and juniper bushes, b
ommand $4,000 to $5,000 per acre, when eon- j,ected with a number of arable acres on the
ummit. In all directions, land is held for what
will soon be worth in villa sites, and not for I

a present value. c
" In Westchester county, along the shores of 'J

le Harlem, no eligible building sites are to be o
)und at all, and the only plot in that region y
ot taken up is a lot of twenty-two acres, with v
rirer view, but no river frontage, held at
1,000 per acre. A lot of six acres, near the
ligh Bridge, being but one immense egg-

''

haped hill of rocks, coated over with six inches p
f soil, is in the market at $600 per acre, but 1
egotiators are after it, and that plot will v

peedily be added to the adjoining estate. t

f

" Back from the river, fertile land is held i$1,000 per acre all through that section, and
is only quite in the interior that lower priciprevail. Around the shores of MorrisaniiPort Morris, and all along the Sound, up t
New Roehelle, the same approximate priciprevail. Crossing to Long Island, the mo:
eligible villa sites, at Flushing and elsewher
are bought and sold at somewhat similar pricePassing from the flat shores of Long Island t
the Palisades of New Jersey, the same state <
things prevail. Everywhere villa sites are conmanding prices which drive off the agricultuiists, and render the localities merely the sul
urbs of New York. Our agriculturists haven
other resource than to fall back on the lines c
railroads, which the capital of these villa owner
so frequently aid to build, and on cheaper lane
but with enhanced prices for produce, supplthe ever-increasing market demand whichYork puts forth."

SIR WILLIAM BLACKSTONE ON THI
HIGHER LAW.

Man, considered as a creature, must neces
warily be subject to the laws of his Creator, fo
be is entirely a dependent being. A beingindependent of any other, has no rule to pur
sue, but such as he prescribes to himself; bu
a state of dependence will inevitably oblige th.
inferior to take the will of him on whom h
depends, as the rule of his conduct; not in
deed in every particular, but in all those pointwherein his dependence consists. This principie therefore has more or less extent and effect
in proportion as the superiority of the one am
the dependence of the other is greater or les.absoluteor limited. Ami. eniivenii«i>tK» a

man depends absolutely upon his Maker fu
everything, it is necessary that he should in al
points conform to his Maker's will.

This will of his Maker is called the law o
Nature..P. H9.

i'his law of Nature, being coeval with man
kind and dictated by (iod himself, is of cours
superior in obligation to any other. It is bind
ing over all the globe, in all countries, and a
all times; no human laws are of any validitv
if contrary to this ; and such of them as ar
valid derive all their force, and their authority
mediately or immediately, from this original..P. 41.

This has given manifold occasion for tin
benign interposition of Divine Providence
which, in compassion to the frailty, the iinperfection, and the blindness of human reason
has been pleased, at sundry times and in diver;
manners, to discover and enforce its laws bj
an immediate and direct revelation. The doc
trines thus delivered we call the Divine law
and they are to be found only in the HoljScriptures. These precepts, when revealed,
are found, upon comparison, to be really a pariof the original law of Nature, as they tend in
all their consequences to man's felicity. Bui
we are not from thence to conclude that tb<
knowledge of these truths was attainable bj
reason in its present corrupted stab*: since wc
find that, until they were revealed, they were
hid from the wisdom of ages. As then flit
moral precepts of this law are indeed of the
same original with those of the law of Nature
so their intrinsic obligation is of equal strengthand perpetuity. Yet undoubtedly the revealed
law is of infinitely more authenticity than thai
moral system which is framed by ethical wri
ters, and denominated the natural law. Be
cause one is the law of Nature, expressly de
clarcd so to be by Uod himself; the other is
only what, by the assistance of human reason
we imagine to be that law. If we could be a;
certain of the latter as we are of the former
both would have an equal authority ; but, till
then, they can never be put in anv competitiontogether.
Upon these two foundations, the law of Na

man laws; that is to sayTTio "human" liWi
should be suffered to contradict these. Then
is, it is true, a great number «»f indiffereui
points, in which both the Divine law and the
natural leave a man at his own liberty; bin
which are found necessary, for the benefit 01

society, to be restrained within certain limits
And herein it is that human laws have theii
greatest force and efficacy; for, with regard
to such points as are not indifferent, human
laws are only declaratory of and act in subor
dination to, the former. To instance in th*
case of murder: this is expressly forbidden bjthe divine, and demonstrably by the nalura;
law; and from these prohibition! arises tht
true unlawfulness of this crime. Those liuuiai
laws that annex a punishment to it, do not al
all increase ita moral guilt, or superadd atij
fresh obligation in amsritii/iai to abstaii
front its perpetration. Nay, it any human law
should allow or enjoin us to commit it, we ar»
bound to transgress that human law, or else
we must offend both the natural and the di
vine. But with regard to matters that tire in
themselves indifferent, and are not commanded
or forbidden bv those superior laws- such, lot
instance, as exporting of wool into foreign eoun
tries.here the inferior legislature has scoptand opportunity to interpose, and to make that
action unlawful which before was not so..

Pp. 42, 43.Commrntariv.y, Fourth lhiUiti h'di-.
(ion. 1771. Vol. I.

Blttkk to Fioht tiian Hi x.."That which
thou hast"to do, do it with all thy might," said
i clergyman to his son.
" So i did this morning," said Bill, with an

enthusiastic gleam in his eye.
"Ah ! what was it, darling? " and the lather's

ingers ran through his offspring's curls.
" Why, I walloped Jack Edwards," said the

young hopeful, "till h<* yelled like blaze-:. You
should just have heard him In.Iler, dud "

The father looked unhappy, w hile he »x
dained the precept did not apply to any act
ike that, and concluded with.
" You should not have dune that, my child."
" Then he'd a walloped me," replied the

/ouug hopeful.
" Better," said the sire, " for you to have tied

rem the wrath to come. '

"Yes; but," replied the hopeful, by way of
i final clincher, " Jack can run twice as fast as
I can."
The good man sighed, went to his study,

ook up a pen, and eudearored to compose
limselt.

Old Mr. Hussell was fairly caught in his own
rap. He was better known as Major lien
tuss. ll, and being met by his old friend Bns)y,he was familiarly tinted with a heartv
shake of the hand

"How do yon do, old Ben Hussell?
"Come,now," said Major Ben, " I'll not take

hat front you.not a bit of it. You are as old
is I am this mipute.'
"Upon my word," says Mr. Busby, "you are

ny senior by at least ten years."
" Not at all, friend Busby ; and, if you

dease, we will determine that question very
loon.just tell me what is the first thing you
ecollect? "

" Well, the first thimr I recollect." said Mr.

Busby, " was hearing people say, ' There goce
>hl Ben Russell!' "

Martin Van Buren, the sage of Lindenwald,
iays the Richmond Dispatch, is still in excelenthealth, and i> blessed with his usual cheerulspirits. He is one of the few Presidents
vhose constitution and temper are unaffected
>y the cares of State. He never distressed
umself in any degree about the welfare of the
ountry, or the condition of his conscience, and
laving no soul and a good digestion, he is enoyinga serene old age.

A smooth sea never made a skillful mariner,
feither do uninterrupted prosperity and sueessqualify man for usefulness and happiness,
^hc storms of adversity, like the storms of the
cean, rouse the faculties, and exercise the inention,prudence, skill, and fortitude, of the
oyager.
It is all very well to be "a worthy fellow,"
a blunt, honest man," but we like a little

lolish with the jewel. As lx>cke says, "No>odycontents himself with rough diamonds, or

rears them so. When polished and set, then
hey give lustre."

1

»t A BLOSSOMING NUISANCE.

;s The avarice of an adventurous Yankee, who,
some years since, imported into this country a

Lo huge weed from the land of spices, serpents, and
y, poisons, where there is a good deal besides
st man that is vile, Bishop Heber to the contrary,
e notwithstanding, has entailed upon this city
8 a nuisance of the greatest magnitude. This
0 nuisance, which every one will name without a

,f second thought, is the pretty Ailanthus, which
is now in full blossom, exuding its nauseous

r. odor, and making the atmosphere of our street
j. and squares heavy with a sickening and detest
0 able perfume, which it is impossible to escapefrom without going upon the water, or getting into
^ the country. The ordinary odor of our streets
1 is sufficiently nauseating ; but the worst scent

v which an incompetent City Inspector has given
us is refreshing, compared with the unwholesomeand sickly odor of the Ailanthus. As this
worthless tree grows rapidly, it has given us a

5 mushroom forest in our streets, avenues, and publicsquares, of this vegetable nuisance, to the exclusionof our sweet and beauiifnl native trees.
many of which are superior to it as shade trees

r and for oriinnieMal purpo'W.s. No insect can live
' ou the Ailanthus, nor can any animal feed on

its foliage. It is as deadly in its effects as th^
1

upas ; and even where it does not absolutely' destroy life, it impairs health and enervateethe system. We publish a note from a well'*known chemist of this city, in relation to this
subject, from which our citizens will learn, it
they have not already made the discovery by

' terrible experience, that they have been plantingunder their very windows a blooming poi''sou, which diffuses its odious essence throughall the apartments of their dwellings, and un
I" dermines the health of their families. Thrrc

are thousands of our people who are driven
from their residences into the country, to escapethe enervating odor of the Ailanthus. The
worst features of the tree belong to the female
Ailanthui, and in an excess of gallantly this
unfortunate sex has been everywhere ft. tcrred.
The Catalpa is as free from worms as the

' Ailanthus; it is infinitely more beautiful, and
* grows almost as rapidly. The Ailanthus putse out its leaves very late, and sheds them very
» early, and a very slight wind breaks off its

brittle branches, and strips it of its foliage,
which renders it a most unsuitable tree lor city
planting. The Ailanthus nuisance must have

' now reached its height, and if our city authoritiesdo not pass a Jaw to remove it, the good
' sense of the people will, in time, rid us of the
' annoyance ; but for the present, it is harillv endurable,and is rendered doubly odious by the

excessive heat of the weather..JV. }*. Times.

T1IE GREAT BALLOON EXPEDITION.
.Professor Wise's Account of the Voyage

t The following thrilling account of the voyage
was furnished by Mr. Wise, who devoted him
self to its preparation as soon as he had re

freshed himself. Although greatly fatigued by
. the exertions and perils he had undergone, he

very cheerfully complied with our request to

prepare the statement. He informed us that Mr
J La Mountain was left with the balloon, and that

Mr. Hyde had returned to St. Louis. Mr. W.
left for New York last evening in the steamer
Knickerbocker, and intended to proceed direct
to Lancaster, Pa., where he resides.

i Xarralioe of a Trans continental An Voi/ay
, from St. Louis to Xew York, July 1, 185ft.
i Although it was intended to have started on
i this voyage on the 'J.'Ul of June, we were delay

ed in our preparations until the 1st of Julv.
By six o'clock P. M., the air ship "Atlantic'
was duly intlated, and while we were putting her
in trim with ballast and provisions, Mr. Brooks,

; VvTSfif^ the St. Louis Museum, who had kind
- in his baftootf "VtffifW, " got ftjtftfy Vt, ~

t easion, and, upon a signal agreed, ascended from
th<- gror id. At 7.-U P. M. the "Atlantic
was ready to sail. Messrs. La Mountain and

f (iager, thinking some difficulty might arise at
the start, if thev should attach the fore-wheels

' to the shafts and wheel-gearing, determined to
omit that until we should be lairly under way

i next morning.
Having had much experience in hard winds,

and the perils of landing a balloon under them,
we htid constructed at St. Louis a good wicker

I work car, (which, with a good and strong con
t centric hoop, are life-preservers in these perils,)

which was suspended between the boat and bal
- loon, and about eight feet above the the former,
! and within six feet ofthe hoop, so that the neck

of the balloon hung in the basket car whenever
' the balloon was fully distended. The boat con
: tained 000 pounds of ballast, one bucket of
' water, one bucket of lemonade, with au abundanceof bread and wine, poultry and sand

w iches, besides d« licacies, too numerous to
enumerate, furnished by kind friends.

Mr. La Mountain took command of the boar
and ballast, and took his place on one end ;
Mr. (iager took the other end, and took charge
of the charts and compass; Mr. Hyde, local
editor of the St. Louis Ite/iuUiran, tQuk his
seat in the middle, with note book and pencil,
as historian. Although Mr. Hyde was not m
the original programme, we unanimously
agreed to let him accompany us, provided it
would not interfere with our ultimate design ,

and it was arranged that, under any circumstances,when the ballast should fail, the boat
with its occupants should be disposed of, and
myself or Mr. La Mountain should proceed
with the voyage alone.
The basket contained J50 pounds of ballast,

a barometer, wet and dry bulb themoineter,
besides a quantity of wine and provisions ; and
I took my place in tlie basket, and took charge
of the valve rope, and as director of the geuer
al plan of the voyage, by the unanimous
consent of the party engaged in this long-devisedenterprise. I must say here, that Mr. La
Mountain took in charge a part of the programmethat none but a cool head and a most
accomplished aeronaut could be trusted with ;
and especially the night sailing. At 7.20 P.
M., we set sail from the Washington Square of
St. Louis, and our course at startiug was north
of east. When we got up and over the Mississippi,and well under way, we saw Mr. Brooks
land in a clear place, about sunset.

At 8.30 P. M., the shades of the eveo'^^Jsunk from our view the noble city of mould
and the Father of Waters, though country,
light until after 9. Mr. La M.^ank "

-ulfered from sickness on Thur.-Mican Association.
too mnyell to work hard undo'w1l>"' ^ r

at the inflation, left much harUQEJCX
that work. 1 submitted the wnZ i C c || Q i n
charge for the night, with the undr C w U 0 .

have me waked whenever he wanteif'^t!>n>^,e<t^*1^worked ; and he took it with alacrity, and m other
Before I went to sleep, we had mounte*""^!**'height at which the balloon became complete Vied,

distended, and where we found the current due
east. it became chilly, and Mr. La
Mountain, as well as all of us. Buffered from
this change of air ; and with all the clothing
we could put on us, it was stiil uncomfortable,
though the thermometer stood at 42, and the
barometer at 23, and this was the lowest of
both the instruments *uring the whole voyage,
except the crossing of Lake Ontario.

Mr. La Mountain proposed to take the lower
current as long as it would take us but a few
points north of east; and I told him to do as he
deemed best, and report his reckoning in the
morning. After bidding the party in the boat
good night and God speed, I coiled myself up in
blankets, and laid down as best I could, and in
a few minutes was sound asleep, and knew of
nothing but repose until 11.30 r. M.
At this time, Mr. La Mountain again mountedfor the upper current; being desirous of makinga little more easting, he hailed me to open

the valve, as the balloou had become 9o tense,
and the gas was rushing from the neck with a

noise ; but hearing no answer from me, he suspectedthat I was being smothered in the gas,
and he admonished Mr. Gager to mount to my
car by a rope provided for that purpose, and
Mr. Gager found me breathing spasmodically;
but a good shaking, and the removal of the
neck of the balloon from my face, with plenty
of pure, cold air around me, soon brought me
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